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invaders had reached the gulf and hid themselves there.
Terror and alarm, weeping and lamentations spread
everywhere and the inhabitants got ready to fight
while wives and children were shedding tears. Finally
the Muslim ships appeared and advanced towards the
city, its anchorage being protected by huge chains
stretched between the two shores. Several ships were
sunk there to prevent the approach of the assailants.
The Muslim admiral having reconnoitred the entrance
and the forts of the city made a local attack to examine
their strength and to see how far the inhabitants were
ready to defend it.
On the following day the Muslims attacked the
city from the east and tried to scale the wall by ladders
and discharging catapults. But they were repulsed
before a torrent of stones and arrows of the Byzan-
tines. Leo of Tripolis then resorted to another strata-
gem. He sent his advance-guard with covered fire-
injectors so that they would be protected from the
fire of the defenders. The advance-guard kindled fire
under the eastern walls of the city and withdrew
under a rain of arrows and stones. The flames rose
and the iron gates gave way, but the Muslims gained
no advantage, as it appeared that the passages beyond
the doors were blocked with strong buildings on which
impregnable forts were built. The aim of Leo of Tri-
polis in making these preliminaries was to divert the
attention of the defenders from his real object.
He found that he could get over the wall of the
city in several places he had marked.
He then began to put into action his final plan
with the greatest ability and speed. Several ships
were securely tied, every two together, on the decks
of which he set up a high wooden tower. On the fol-
lowing morning these towers were pushed to the lowest
parts of the wall; each was provided with a number
of chosen Muslims who could overlook the towers of
the defenders. A terrible fight raged between the two